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Dobrinsky, Herbert C. A Treasury of Sephardic Laws and Customs: The Ritual Practices of Syrian,
Moroccan, Judeo-Spanish, and Spanish and Portuguese Jews of North America, Revised Edition. Hobo-
ken, NJ: Yeshivah University Press, 1988. pp. 206-208

In order for a man to be called to the Torah on Sabbaths and Festivals, he must wear a hat. For those
who come to services without a hat, the congregations maintains a number of hats to have them avail-
able to provide such an individual with a hat for his aliyah. No one is called if he is wearing only a
kippah (skullcap). It was the tradition of the congregation, until recent years, for all men to sit at ser-
vices in a hat.

Each individual who is accorded an honor in connection with the preparatory functions before the Torah
is read is announced with a special Mi sheberakh prayer which specifies the holy task he is assigned
to perform and mentions the name... [These] announcements were made in Portuguese in colonial
days, just as they are today in Holland.

The formula for calling an individual to the Torah is... Yaamod hashem hatob hagebir Abraham bar
Shelomo Toledano likro batorah yishmerehu zuro... It was a custom of the Sephardic congregation in
Holland not to mention the family name of a Sephardic family if it had a strong Christian connota-
tion... The importance of the aliyot in the Spanish and Portuguese tradition is determined by one of
two sets of priorities. The first is: Kohen, Levi... followed, in descending order of importance, by:
shelishi, mashlim, samukh (sixth), rebii, and hamishi. The other important sequence of aliyot is:
mashlim, shelishi, shishi [sic.], rebii, and hamishi (which is the New York tradition).



