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Strange Bread
The Laws and Customs of Lechem Mishneh on Shabbat
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And it shall be on the sixth day that when they prepare what they will bring, it will be double of
what they gather every day.
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It came to pass on the sixth day that they gathered a double portion of bread, two omers for
[each] one, and all the princes of the community came and reported [it] to Moses.
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R' Shneur Zalman of Liadi brings two reasons:

In Torah Or pg 66, he explains that according to Nigla, one should place the breads one on top of the
other, since the source of nigla is Hishtalshelus (the Godly revelation within the worlds coming down in
an orderly and progressive manner [Or Yashar]), and placing the bread one on top of the other symbolizes
this Hishtalshelus.

However, according to Kabbalah (whose source is from Or Chozer [the reflecting light]) the source of
Shabbos is from a higher level (the level of Makkif [also known as "Soveiv kol almin"]) so one should
place the two loaves side by side as that shows on their unity (He further explains that the sefirah of
Malchus receives from the six emotional sefiros, which is represented by the two commands regarding
Shabbos - Shamor and Zachor and the two Challas. Normally, the six emotional attributes are higher than
Malchus. However, with regards to Hashems essence the two commands of "Shamor" and "Zachor" were
given together as they are both equal [the high and the low are equal with regards to Hashem's essence].
As they are both equal, according to Kabbalah they should both be placed on equal footing.)

In Likkutei Torah, he explains that on Shabbos, the achorayim, the "back sides" of the world get elevated
to be the level of the Pnimius ("the inner") of the worlds. Therefore, by putting the two breads together,
we show that there are no "backs" to this bread (like the lechem Hapanim).



