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Origin Stories of Two Coinciding '""Halleldays"
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Hanukkah in I Maccabees
[Introduction of Antiochus Epiphanes and his plundering of both Jerusalem and the Temple]

Chapter 1 - (41) Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one people, (42) and that all
should give up their particular customs. (43) All the Gentiles accepted the command of the king. Many
even from Israel gladly adopted his religion; they sacrificed to idols and profaned the sabbath. (44) And
the king sent letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah; he directed them to follow
customs strange to the land, (45) to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the
sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and festivals, (46) to defile the sanctuary and the priests, (47) to build
altars and sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and other unclean animals, (48) and to
leave their sons uncircumcised. They were to make themselves abominable by everything unclean and
profane, (49) so that they would forget the law and change all the ordinances... (62) But many in Israel
stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat unclean food. (63) They chose to die rather than to
be defiled by food or to profane the holy covenant; and they did die. (64) Very great wrath came upon
Israel.

[Revolt, defeat, and victory. Rebuilding and reconsecrating the Temple]

Chapter 4 - (52) Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is the month of
Chislev, in the one hundred forty-eighth year, (53) they rose and offered sacrifice, as the law directs, on
the new altar of burnt offering that they had built. (54) At the very season and on the very day that the
Gentiles had profaned it, it was dedicated with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals. (55) All the
people fell on their faces and worshiped and blessed Heaven, who had prospered them. (56) So they
celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days, and joyfully offered burnt offerings; they offered a
sacrifice of well-being and a thanksgiving offering. (57) They decorated the front of the temple with
golden crowns and small shields; they restored the gates and the chambers for the priests, and fitted them
with doors. (58) There was a very great joy among the people, and the disgrace brought by the Gentiles
was removed. (59) Then Judas and his brothers and all the assembly of Israel determined that every year
at that season the days of dedication of the altar should be observed with joy and gladness for eight days,
beginning with the twenty-fifth of Chislev.

[Sometime later...]

Chapter 7 - (43) So the armies met in battle on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. The army of
Nicanor was crushed, and he himself was the first to fall in the battle. (44) When the army saw that
Nicanor, had fallen, they threw down their arms and fled. (45) The Jews pursued them a day's journey,
from Adasa as far as Gazara, and as they followed they kept sounding the battle call on the trumpets.
(46) People came out of all of the surrounding villages of Judea, and they outflanked the enemy, so that
they all fell by the sword; not even one of them was left. (47) Then the Jews seized the spoils and the
plunder; they cut off Nicanor's head and the right hand that he had so arrogantly stretched out, and
brought them and displayed them just outside Jerusalem. (48) The people rejoiced greatly and celebrated
that day as a day of great gladness. (49) They decided that this day should be celebrated each year on the
thirteenth day of Adar. (50) So the land of Judah had rest for a few days.
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[Cycle of persecution and victory. Maccabees the heroes; Nicanor, Bagris, and Antiochus the villains.
Explanation of miracle of the oil similar to Talmudic account.]
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Thanksgiving and the Sephardim of New York

De Sola Pool, David. An Old Faith in the New World. 1953. New York: Columbia University
Press, 1955. Selections from pp. 127-130

To the time-honored services inherited from its Jewish past, Shearith Israel has added special religious
convocations born out of the heart of America and the American experience... In 1789, George
Washington proclaimed Thursday, November 26, a day of national thanksgiving to God:

For his kind care and protection of the people of this country previous to their becoming a nation; for the
signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of His providence, in the course and
conclusion of the late war: for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since
enjoyed.: for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of
government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national one now lately instituted: for the
civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing
useful knowledge: and, in general, for all the great and various favors, which He has been pleased to
confer upon us.

To this first presidential call for a Thanksgiving Day Shearith Israel responded with a special service
in its Mill Street Synagogue. This included a prayer by Hazzan Seixas, and Psalm 95: "Let us come
before His presence with thanksgiving"; Psalm 105: "O give thanks to the Lord"; Psalm 30: "I will
give thanks unto Thee for ever"; and Psalm 33: "Give thanks to the Lord."

This first Thanksgiving Day of the Republic had been preceded by others in Colonial day. In 1760,
aligned with the forces of Britain, the colonies experienced the first surge of national consolidation.
They had helped add Canada to Great Britain's dominions, and they were thankful. On October 23,
1760, "being the Day appointed by proclamaation for a general thanksgiving to Almighty God" for
Canada's union with the land on its southern border, Shearith Israel was at one with other American
congregations in holding a special service... We may confidently assume that this was not a
Thanksgiving Day of protracted turkey eating. For a comparatively brief recess for lunch carried the
congregation on to the regular afternoon prayers of the day...

On occasion it was the municipality which called for public thanksgiving. In 1799 the corporation of
the city recommended that February 5 should be observed as "a day of Thanksgiving, Humiliation and
prayer, and to abstain on that day from all servile labor." A service was accordingly held in the
synagogue on that morning at elevel o'clock.

Before that year was over the clergy of the city asked their congregations to observe Thursday,
December 19 as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer. For that occasion Gershom Mendes Seixas
arranged an elaborate service. This included

the 3 first Verses of Ps. 95th Praise y the Lord, call on... Chaunted as on the Festivals, then the following
Psalms according to their respective tunes 30th, 33d, 34th, 90th, & 91st, the following discourse by the
Hazan, Prayer for the Congren. a short introductory discourse on the subject of free will offerings to the
Fund appropriated for private Charities & after the offerings then the Psalms 67th, 122d, 124th, & 150th
Chaunted by the Hazan & Kahal, Concluded as on a festival day from All Israel - Veshalom [and peace]

[He lists further such services in 1800, 1805, 1812, and 1818]



In 1817, New York State establisehd the annual observance of Thanksgiving Day. On two subsequent
Thanksgiving Days, 1849 and 1854, the synagogues of the city felt constrained to refrain from
conducting special services because the governor of the state had addressed his proclamaition to "a
Christian people" instead of to Americans of all faiths.

[Omitted from the account is that national observance has been fairly consistent since an address of
Abraham Lincoln on October 3, 1863.]

In 1953, New York celebrated the three hundredth anniversary of its incorporation as a city. The week
culminationg in Thanksgiving Day, November 26, was designated as Religious Freedom Week.
Official tercentenary services were held that Thanksgiving Day, attended by representatives of the city
and the chairman of the New York Tercentenary Celebration, Lee Thompson Smith. Dr. Pool's
sermon recalled other outstanding Thanksgiving Day services held in the congregation since Colonial
days. He closed with the three hundred year old prayer that inaugurated municipal government in
Nieuw Amsterdam in 1653.

"Thanksgivukkah" 1888, 2013, 81056?!

Wikipedia, ""Metonic Cycle" (edited for readability) - Meton of Athens, a 5th century BCE Greek
astronomer, observed that a period of 19 years is almost exactly equal to 235 synodic months. A
synodic month is the average period of the Moon's revolution with respect to the line joining the Sun
and Earth, and 235 synodic months adds up to 6,940 days when rounded to full days.

Considering a year to be 1/19 of this 6,940-day cycle gives a year length of 365 + 14 + 1/76 days...
which is slightly more than 12 synodic months. To keep a 12-month lunar year in pace with the
solar year, an intercalary 13th month would have to be added on seven occasions during the
nineteen-year period (235 = 19 x 12 + 7). When Meton introduced the cycle around 432 BC, it was
already known by Babylonian astronomers... Traditionally, for the Babylonian and Hebrew lunisolar
calendars, the years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, and 19 are the long (13-month) years of the Metonic cycle...

The Hebrew calendar transitioned from observational intercalation to a predictive, rule-based
system over 1000 years ago. This was based on a lunation (derived by Hipparchus) of 29 days, 12
hours, 44 minutes and 3% seconds, which differs from modern calculations by only one day in
15000 years.

However, the synodic month does not fit easily into the year, which makes accurate, rule-based
lunisolar calendars complicated. The most common solution to this problem is the Metonic cycle,
which takes advantage of the fact that 235 lunations are approximately 19 tropical years (which add
up to not quite 6940 days). However, a Metonic calendar will drift against the seasons by about 1
day every 224 years.

Wikipedia, "Hebrew Calendar'- A Metonic cycle equates to 235 lunar months in each 19-year cycle.
This gives an average of 6939 days, 16 hours, and 595 parts for each cycle. But due to the Rosh
Hashanah postponement rules, a cycle of 19 Jewish years can be either 6939, 6940, 6941, or 6942 days
in duration. Since none of these values is evenly divisible by seven, the Jewish calendar repeats exactly
only following 36,288 Metonic cycles, or 689,472 Jewish years. There is a near-repetition every 247
years, except for an excess of 50 minutes (905 parts).

When the 19-year intercalary cycle was finalised in the 4th century, the earliest Passover (in year 16 of
the cycle) coincided with the northward equinox, which means that Passover fell near the first full moon
after the northward equinox, or that the northward equinox landed within one lunation before 16 days
after the molad of Nisan. This is still the case in about 80% of years, but in about 20% of years Passover
is a month late by these criteria (as it was in AM 5765 and 5768, the 8th and 11th years of the 19-year
cycle = Gregorian 2005 and 2008 CE). Presently this occurs after the "premature" insertion of a leap
month in years 8, 11, and 19 of each 19-year cycle, which causes the northward equinox to land on
exceptionally early Hebrew dates in such years. This problem will get worse over time, and so beginning
in AM 5817 (2057 CE), year 3 of each 19-year cycle will also be a month late. Furthermore, the drift
will accelerate in the future as perihelion approaches and then passes the northward equinox, and if the
calendar is not amended then Passover will start to land on or after the summer solstice around AM
16652 (12892 CE).



