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Nefilat Apayim where there is no Sefer Torah
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10. Rabbi Daniel Landes on Rav Soloveitchik
My People's Prayer Book: Tachanun and Concluding Prayers (Lawrence A. Hoffman, 2002), p. 69

The Rov (R. Joseph Soloveitchik, 1903-1993) did n'filat apayim even without them, relying
upon Maimonides, who sees Tachanun as the concluding prayer of the Amidah and therefore
obligatory, regardless of the presence or absence of sacred articles, which Miamonides never
mentions in connection with the prayer.

11. Koren Mesorat Harav Siddur (Hebrew/English), p. Ixx

The Rav's custom was to rest his head on his arm during the recitation of 7ahanun even when
there was no Sefer Torah present, despite the ruling of the Rama (Orah Hayyim 131:2) to the
contrary. He would also always rest his head on his left arm, even during Shaharit while he
was wearing tefillin, in accordance with the custom of the Vilna Gaon; see Ma'aseh Rav, §50.
[Nefesh HaRav, p. 134]



