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Look at me, I'm Sandra Dee- A new look at the Avodah
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3) Yom Kippur Machzor: with the commentary adapted from the teachings of Rabbi
Soloveitchik (p.618)

The Rav described the recitation of the Avodah by his father and grandfather in this
way: "They said it with so much enthusiasm, such ecstasy, that they could not stop. They were
no longer in Warsaw or Brisk; they were transported to a different reality. Although I am not
a musician or musicologist, all one had to do was hear the niggun [tune] of 2YT) D377 to
understand. One did not even need to hear the words in order to feel the nostalgia for what
once existed and is no longer.... Toward the end of the Avodah, when the scarlet thread turned
white, the piyyut describes how the nation exuded happiness, expressing pleasure and delight,
a feeling of closeness to Hashem; He is right beside me. One who recites the piyyutim of the
Avodah is placed in an almost beatific trance as he both observes and becomes involved in
the ritual as it unfolds, compelled to follow every detail until its successful completion.”
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8) Yom Kippur Machzor: with the commentary adapted from the teachings of Rabbi
Soloveitchik (p.618)

The desciption of the Avodah culminates in this majestic piyyut, 173 nX, which de-
scribes the luminous appearance of the Kohen Gadol after successfully completing the Avo-
dah. The Rav asked, "Why the happiness in reciting 173 X2 Why was it sung with such a
happy tune? The answer is that the Kohen Gadol reflected the radiance of the Shechinah.
Through witnessing the radiant appearance of the Kohen Gadol, there could be no doubt
about Hashem's acceptance of Klal Yisrael's prayers" (Before Hashem, pp.148-149)

9) ORGINIATOR OF TUNE:

According to my internet research a common tune dates back to 1969 by Yigal Calek and The
London Choir.

http://www.mostlymusic.com/borchi-nafshi.html




Sephardic Version
By Joseph ibn Abitur

Translation from:

Prayers for the Day of
Atonement According to the
Custom of the Spanish and
Portuguese Jews. David de
Sola Pool (p.239)

Ashkenazic Version
Unknown Author

Translation from:

Yom Kippur Machzor: with
the commentary adapted from
the teachings of Rabbi
Soloveitchik (p.618)

Ben Sira Version
Chapter 50:5-10
Translation from:

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/nets/
edition/30-sirach-nets.pdf

In what a halo of glory was
the high-priest when he came
forth in peace from the
sanctuary:

® as an amethyst set in a
crown,

® a carnelian decking a
diadem;

® as a garnet that gleams in
the ephod,

® an onyx aglow on the
breast-plate;

® as jasper glinting like stars,

® as beryl on pillars of
alabaster,

® as marble set in pure gold,

® as chrysolite held in a
signet-ring;

® as an emerald flashing with
brilliance,

® as coral of dazzling lustre;

® as the moon which shines in
its fulness,

® as the radiant dawn in its
majesty as the sun,

® as the stars of the
firmament,

® as a holy one,
¢ as an angel of the Lord.

Yea, so it is written by Thy
prophet Malachi, "For the lips
of the priest shall keep
knowledge, and instruction
shall they seek at his mouth,
for he is the angel of the Lord
of hosts."

True! How majestic was the
Kohen Gadol as he left the
Holy of Holies in peace,
without injury:

¢ Like the heavenly canopy
stretched out over those
who dwell above,

¢ Like the lightning bolts
emanating from the
radiance of the Chayos,

¢ Like the fringes attached to
the four corners,

¢ Like the image of the
rainbow amid the cloud,

¢ Like the majesty in which
the Creator clothed the
creatures,

¢ Like a rose that is placed
amid a precious garden

¢ Like crown that is placed
on a king's forehead,

¢ Like the graciousness
granted to a bridegroom's
face,

¢ Like the purity that was
placed upon the turban
pure,

¢ Like the one who sat in
concealment to plead before
the King,

¢ Like the morning star on
the eastern border,

[Most congregations stop here]

5 how he was glorified as he
spun around the shrine, as he
exited from the house of the
veil:

6 Like a morning star in the
midst of a cloud,

Like the full moon in the
days of a feast,

7 Like the sun shining on the
shrine of the Most High,

Like the rainbow gleaming
in clouds of glory,

8 Like a blossom of roses in
days of new things,

Like lilies at exits of water,

Like a new shoot of
Lebanon in days of
summer,

9 Like fire and incense in a
fire-pan,

Like a gold vessel of beaten
metal, adorned with every
precious stone,

10 Like an olive tree sprout-
ing forth fruit

and Like a cypress tower-
ing in the clouds. lilies by
the rivers of waters, and as
the branches of the frankin-
cense tree in the time of
summer:




Sephardic Version

Ashkenazic Version
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