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Tikun Leil Shavuot

1. Dr. Mor Altshuler

"Tikkun Leil Shavuot of R. Joseph Karo and the Epistle of Solomon ha-Levi Elkabetz"
From a lecture delivered at the 40th annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies
Washington D.C., 22 December, 2008

Shlomo Alkabetz wrote a detailed epistle (Iggeret), describing the events. He begins with the
decision to stay awake: "Know that we agreed, the Pious and I, his humble servant, with the
companions, DNAN to abstain from sleep on the eve of Shavuot." Starting three days before the
holiday, they immersed themselves in the Mikveh (ritual bath) and purified themselves, just like the
children of Israel before Mount Sinai.

Thus, on the eve of Shavuot, they gathered and started to learn. They followed the Zoharic
curriculum and studied selections from the Bible (written Torah), the Mishnah (oral Torah), and
esoteric texts NNAXN 0T 72V probably the Zohar. The selected texts were about the creation of the
world, the revelation on Mt.Sinai and the account of how Ezra and Nehemia returned to Jerusalem to
rebuild the Temple. The contents of these texts formed a triangle — creation, revelation and
redemption — symbolizing Jewish chronology from exile to redemption.

Materializing the Midrashic description of the giving of the Torah, Elkabetz writes that the group
studied Torah with singing so wondrous that the angels fell silent and an invisible wall of fire
encircled them. Then, at midnight, "we heard a voice speaking out of the mouth of the Pious. It was
a loud voice with letters clearly enunciated. It was an exceedingly pleasant voice, becoming
increasingly strong. We all fell upon our faces and none of us had any spirit left in him." It was the
voice of the Torah, the celestial bride...
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